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PEARS VHF/UHF contest January 2012. Photos by Karel ZR2KKK. 

 
 

This Newsletter is published by the Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society 
P.O. Box 10402, LINTON GRANGE, 6015 

 
Editing by Eric ZS2ECH 

 
 

QSX-PE - Newsletter for the discerning Radio Ham 
 
 

Download QSX-PE from www.zs2pe.co.za/Newsletter/Newsletter.htm 
or www.commco.co.za/pears.htm  



QSX page 2 

PEARS Monthly Meeting 
Quiz evening with Lynne ZS2MM 
Tuesday, 20

th
 of March, 7:30 pm 

at the Italian Sporting Club, Charlo, 17 Harold Road. 
Why not wear a name badge with your call sign to the meeting so that everyone can get to know each other. 

 

From The Chair: 
Much has happened over the past month, most importantly was the annual PEARS VHF Contest. By all accounts this 
was a great success. AL ZS2U is busy processing the logs and if you have not yet submitted yours please do so as we 
would like to get the results out as soon as possible. Also remember the lucky draw for any log submitted with at 
least 10 contacts. The prize is a cross needle meter kindly donated by Rory ZS2BL. 

The recent Herald Mountain Bike Race held in Addo saw 8 members assisting with radio communications in the 
Zuurberg section of the course. Despite the shocking weather, which saw the organisers changing the course on the 
night before, we managed to adapt our plans and provide an essential service to the organisers and competitors. 
Manpower for the rescue services was provided by the Mountain Club S&R team and it was great working together 
with them again. Outings like this test our ability to put radio networks in place under trying conditions and allows 
members to test their equipment out of the comfort of their shack. 

We have also been approached to assist with the upcoming Ironman event taking place on Sunday 22 April. If you 
are interested in helping out please contact me as I will need to finalise my plans during the next few weeks. 

The next RAE classes are set to start on 7th March so if you know of anyone interested in writing the exam please get 
them to contact Donovan ZS2DL as a matter of urgency. Due to the tight structure of the lectures it is difficult to 
cater for late joiners. 

The March monthly meeting will take the format of a quiz evening, to be organised and presented by Lynne ZS2MM. 
This promises to be a great evening so please make every effort to attend. 

Continuing on the social front we are planning an Italian Evening in early May, details to be announced soon. 

I keep asking - “What did you do with your radio today?”, but have yet to receive a reply. Please let us know what 
you are doing, write a short article for the QSX or just mention it at the next monthly meeting. There must be much 
happening which will be of interest to other members. 

73  Tony ZR2TX 

 

WRINKLY RAVERS 
The next regular monthly lunchtime meeting of the Wrinklies will take place on Thursday the 

1st March 2012 at the Cattle Baron, Sunridge Park Shopping Centre. You will only be excused 

if you have a "more" important appointment, or you do not have any wrinkles. Come join the 

folks for some tremendous company and fun, whether you have wrinkles or not. 

SEE YOU THERE!!!!! 

 
Students under 26 planning to write the class A Radio 
Amateur examination will get a discount off the 
examination fee of R100. The fee will be R350 which 
includes the license application fee and license fee to 
31 March the following year. For details visit 
www.sarl.org.za. 

ZU licence holders who are over the age of 25 
have until March 2013 to upgrade or face having 
their licence cancelled. To upgrade please contact 
Donovan at zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za to attend RAE 
classes. 
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PEARS VHF/UHF CONTEST. 20TH – 22ND JAN. 2012 
George ZS2E and I decided to operate from Cape St. Francis this year. It has the disadvantage of being low, a few 

metres above sea level, but this was partially compensated with a good path to the west, mostly over the sea, and a 

reasonably good path to the east coast. Also the road there is good and fairly level. Next to the lighthouse is a 

penguin rehabilitation centre and an added bonus was that the lady in charge allowed us to stay in the building with 

the usual mod cons. We only 

had to operate from our 

vehicles. The workers at the 

rehabilitation centre are pretty 

dedicated, working there seven 

days a week. Local inhabitants 

come along there for a walk. 

Quite a number of tourists also 

visit the site. Several of these 

people chatted to us, wanting to 

know what we were doing there. 

One visitor was Alan ZS6EXT who 

was holidaying in Jeffreys Bay. 

There were a number of German 

tourists too, three or four of 

whom were radio amateurs.  

ZS2E and ZS2U’s PEARS VHF/UHF contest field station at Cape St. Francis January, 20
th

 – 22
nd

 2012 ↑. Penguin rehabilitation 

buildings in rear. Left to right antennas: ZS2U 5 el. 2 m beam, ZS2E 2 el. 6 m beam, ZS2U 2 el. 6 m beam, ZS2E 4 el. 4 m beam, 

ZS2E 3 el. 2 m quad. Lighthouse is behind the photographer’s position. 

The weather was good, but conditions, though not bad, were certainly not the best. I was pleasantly surprised to 

make a few contacts on 70 cm with my recently acquired handy talkie, running two watts, and a 6 element beam just 

above my car roof. The furthest were ZS2BO and ZS2VDL at 144 km away. Several stations around the country were 

heard briefly on six metres through meteor scatter, too briefly to make contact. Among these were ZS1NAZ, ZS4N, 

ZS5QM, ZS5ML, ZS6A and V51? At one stage ZS6A came through on c.w. weak and watery but quite readable for a 

few minutes. I called him several times, but no luck. Altogether an interesting and enjoyable weekend. 

← Penguins at the penguin rehab, 
centre at Cape St. Francis, taken 
during the PEARS VHF/UHF 
Contest, January 2012. 
 
Al, ZS2U 

############ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



QSX page 4 

THE VHF SPECTRUM AND ABOVE 
By Mike Bosch ZS2FM 

TROPO ON 50,200 MHz SSB 

Over a year ago ZS5QM started to operate a net in the early mornings on 50,200 MHz in the Durban area. Their 
signals were often picked up by ZS2OC and ZS2FM and vice versa, including the keyer run by ZS5QM. The signals 
were weak and almost continuous via Tropo Scatter with occasional strong Meteor Scatter bursts. On a few 
occasions the signal would rise via Tropo Enhancement and become very readable for a few minutes, and it was 
during such a period that ZS5QM and ZS2FM made contact with each other on SSB. Unfortunately ZS5QM relocated 
to Hilton and these tests came to an end. Credit must be given to ZS1IL of Cape Town for having restarted the tests 
in December 2011 on 50,200 MHz and hooked up with ZS5QM in Hilton on SSB, when they discovered Tropo 
openings on an east/west path. ZS6AYE worked ZS2OC and later also ZS2BL, followed by a spate of activity on Tropo 
and Meteor Scatter that spread throughout the country, especially during the PEARS contest.  

The amazing thing is this type of propagation has always been there on that VHF path but no one was aware of it. If 
Cape Town had an effective beacon on 50 MHz then we would have discovered this phenomenon a long time ago. 
Tropo openings after sunrise on a north / south path on 50 MHz is nothing new. ZS6XL, who operated 50 MHz for the 
Johannesburg Club station, and ZS2FM stumbled on this type of openings during those early SARL contests. They 
discovered that about an hour after sunrise in March a short Tropo opening would occur that lasted several minutes 
making excellent two-way SSB contacts possible. ZS6PJS (ZS6NK) and ZS2FM conducted some experiments to see if 
such a path also existed between Pietersburg (Polokwame) and P.E, and it was confirmed. An article was published in 
RADIO ZS at the time describing the modus operandi of this type of propagation. The rising Sun heats up air in the 
upper atmosphere, which gradually descends on the cooler air lower down and forms a temperature inversion and a 
duct. At a critical height above the Earth this duct is aligned with the two centres, only for a few minutes, producing 
strong propagation along the path.  

Strangely it never occurred to anyone that this type of Tropo opening is also possible when the Sun is inline with the 
VHF path and not only when it is at right angles to it. A big thank you to Andre, ZS1IL, and Ben, ZS5QM, for proving 
the existence of this VHF path. For those who are not too familiar with Tropo or MS signals here is a brief 
description. Weak signals are often heard in the background via Tropo Scatter (TrS) for long periods of time with 
deep QSB. When a Meteor Scatter (MS) burst comes along the signal suddenly peaks up to maximum strength and 
then decays, whereas a Tropo (TrE or TrD) signal slowly builds up in strength and then slowly fades out.  

Maybe it is also the time to look for Tropo propagation on 144 MHz. Amazing a few mornings ago Dick, ZS6BUN, 
worked Ben, ZS5QM, and Derek, ZS5Y, on 144,300 MHz SSB with Q5 signals both ways. Recently Naz, ZS1NAZ, of 
Cape Town and ZS5QM heard each other’s CW signals also on 144 MHz. 

Best regards, 
Mike ZS2FM 

####################### 

The Washington Post's Mensa Invitational once again asked 
readers to take any word from the dictionary, alter it by adding, 
subtracting, or changing one letter, and supply a new definition. 
Here are this year's winners:  

1. Intaxication: Euphoria at getting a tax refund, which lasts 
until you realize it was your money to start with.  

2. Reintarnation: Coming back to life as a hillbilly.  
3. Bozone (n.): The substance surrounding stupid people that 

stops bright ideas from penetrating. The bozone layer, 
unfortunately, shows little sign of breaking down in the near 
future.  

4. Foreploy: Any misrepresentation about yourself for the 
purpose of getting laid.  

5. Cashtration (n.): The act of buying a house, which renders the 
subject financially impotent for an indefinite period.  

6. Giraffiti: Vandalism spray-painted very, very high.  
7. Sarchasm: The gulf between the author of sarcastic wit and 

the person who doesn't get it.  
8. Inoculatte: To take coffee intravenously when you are 

running late.  

9. Hipatitis: Terminal coolness.  
10. Osteopornosis: A degenerate disease. (This one got extra 

credit.)  
11. Karmageddon: It's like, when everybody is sending off all 

these really bad vibes, right? And then, like, the Earth 
explodes and it's like, a serious bummer.  

12. Decafalon (n.): The grueling event of getting through the day 
consuming only things that are good for you.  

13. Glibido: All talk and no action.  
14. Dopeler effect: The tendency of stupid ideas to seem smarter 

when they come at you rapidly.  
15. Arachnoleptic fit (n.): The frantic dance performed just after 

you've accidentally walked through a spider web.  
16. Beelzebug (n.): Satan in the form of a mosquito, that gets into 

your bedroom at three in the morning and cannot be cast 
out.  

17. Caterpallor (n.): The colour you turn after finding half a worm 
in the fruit you're eating.  
 

And the pick of the literature:  
18. Ignoranus: A person who's both stupid and an ......... 



The Eric Jamieson Indian Ocean Awards Announced 

The WIA (Wireless Institute of Australia) Board, meeting in Melbourne over the weekend of 18/19 February 2012 
accepted the offer of Eric Jamieson VK5LP to sponsor awards for the first amateur radio contacts on the two metre 
band spanning the Indian Ocean between Australia and Africa. There will be three awards, for voice, CW and 
digital modes and will be known as the Eric Jamieson Indian Ocean Awards. 

In presenting a sum of money to the Wireless Institute of Australia Foundation to fund the Awards, Eric said "I 
acknowledge that spanning the Indian Ocean will not be easy but one cannot say that it will never be 
accomplished. The degree of difficulty may be judged from the so far inability to span the much shorter Atlantic 
Ocean despite concerted attempts in order to win the Brendan Atlantic Ocean trophies." 

The very simple Rules for the Award provide that contacts made by EME, or with the assistance of meteor scatter, 
satellites, aircraft enhancement or the like will not be eligible. 

The WIA Board acknowledged the generosity of Eric in making this Award available, and expressed the hope that it 
will encourage amateurs to attempt a truly difficult challenge. 

http://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2012/20120219-2/index.php 

 
 

Photos from the Herald Mountainbike challenge - 4 February 2012  - Zuurberg area 

 
If anyone wondered whether it was wet out there... 

(sorry, don’t remember who sent me the photo) 

 
Colin Schroder ZR2CRS and Patrick van Rensburg on Zuurberg 

Pass. Photo sent by Colin ZR2CRS. 

 
Photo by Freddy ZR2FM 

 
Photo by Freddy ZR2FM 
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The ZF Special Antenna - - double - D “ beam” 
J. B. W. Jackman ZFIMA 

Saw this article in “73 Amateur Radio” of December 1976 – thought it looked interesting! 

Have you been in search of an antenna with gain, directivity which you can use on all bands, and low cost? Your 
prayers have just been answered, because out of VP2, ZF1 comes an antenna which will satisfy all these 
requirements - as three years of on-the-air tests have verified. 

The antenna consists of two equal triangular loops 69'9" in overall length. Both are coupled very closely by passing 
the loop of the driven side through the undriven side, as shown in the diagram at B. The support boom can be made 
from any type of material: wood, bamboo, aluminium, PVC tubing. Nylon fish line was used for guying. 

How does it work? Fantastic! Numerous hams around t he world have asked me to let them have information on the 
antenna. The ZLs say they hear me when they hear no other station in this area. How would a 30 over 9 from New 
Guinea grab you?! 

On 10, 15, and 20 meters, 75 Ohm coax cable provides a good match; however, on 40 and 80 meters a transmatch is 
recommended. 

The antenna I am presently using has 4 elements at right angles to each other, with all the vertical elements 
connected to the center conductor of the coax and all the horizontal portions connected to the braid. Needless to 
say, the results have been fantastic on all bands. 
 

A LEAP YEAR CHALLENGE sponsored by ZS4BFN 

DATE: 29
th

 February 2012 
TIME: 00:01 to 23:59 cat 
PHONE, CW AND DIGITAL 
HF, VHF, UHF AND MICROWAVES 
NO EXCHANGE—I.E.: IT IS NOT A CONTEST 
MAKE AS MANY CONTACTS AS U CAN 
WORK A STATION ONCE ONLY 

WORK A STATION REGARDLESS OF BAND, MODE OR 
CALLSIGN 
LOGS MUST BE IN BY FRIDAY 2ND OF MARCH 2012 
LOGS MUST BE SENT TO ZS4BFN[AT]NETACTIVE.CO.ZA 
PRIZE: SARL MEMBERSHIP FOR THE MOST QSO,S  

NB: IF U MISS OUT YOUR WILL ONLY HAVE A CHANCE 
AGAIN IN 2016 
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Understanding MFJ analyzer readings 
by Hans ZS6KR 

In an older publication of QEX there was a reader’s query and explanation regarding the interpretation of MFJ 
antenna analyzer SWR and impedance readings which I copied and filed at the time. Rediscovering this, it is 
worth publishing here with some expanded explanation to clarify why readings sometimes appear untrue 
though they are not: 

MFJ: Z=52 Ω, R=42 Ω, X=32 (sign unknown) SWR=2,0 
At first sight this is a good impedance match to a 50 Ω system, but SWR=2,0 Why? 

For complex loads the magnitude of SWR is NOT=Zload/Zo or Zo/Zload, and we must take into account the 
reactance as follows using standard theory: 

            1+ ρ      Vmax                                                            Zload – Zo 
SWR= ------- = -------- where ρ is the absolute value of --------------- where either Zload is complex (42±j32). 
            1- ρ       Vmin                                                             Zload + Zo 

                                                                                                      (42 - 50)
2 

+ 32
2
 

Squaring the expression gets rid of “j” and results in ρ
2
 = ------------------- = 0,11 * 

                                                                                                      (42 + 50)
2 

+ 32
2
 

                                              1+0,34 
Thus ρ = 0,34 and SWR = ---------- = 2,0 
                                              1- 0,34 

The impedance is calculated by the analyzer in the normal way: Z = √ (42
2
 + 32

2
) = √2788 = 52,8 Ω 

It is only for purely resistive loads that SWR=Zload/Zo or Zo/Zload 

                                                                                                                          75 – 50 
For instance for a 75 Ω dipole in resonance fed by a 50 Ω source ρ = ---------- = 0,2 
                                                                                                                          75 + 50 

                      1+0,2                                                                 75 
Thus SWR = -------- = 1,5 which also tallies with SWR = ---- = 1,5 
                      1- 0,2                                                                 50 

Hence, whenever (assuming your analyzer is properly calibrated) your analyzer indicates considerable reactance, the Z and 
SWR readings should make sense according to the first example while for X close to zero the figures should make sense 
according to the second example’s simplified expressions. 

Now for another erroneous interpretation often done: 
Tuning antennas with an arbitrary length of transmission line feeder will not fool the MFJ but you, the operator. 
You may tune as much as you like, but the MFJ is looking at the feeder plus antenna and shows the system impedance. 

How do we truly know what the situation is at the end of the feeder? 
By making the feeder of such a length at the frequency of interest that it acts as a 1:1 transformer. 

Ever half-wave in a transmission line gives a 1:1 transformation with a phase reversal every time, which for MFJ purposes we can 
ignore. 
The physical length of a half-wave cable = velocity factor x ½ x 300/MHz = ≈67% x 150/MHz ≈ 693 mm @ 145 MHz 

For any installation or test cable thus use any multiple of ≈693mm. 

To verify the full cable, short it at the end and check with the MFJ for zero or minimum resistance at the frequency of interest. 
Generally it is wise to cut the cable slightly longer and snip little bits off until the correct frequency is reached. 

Feeding an HF 10, 15, 20 m tribander is also possible with this philosophy as the three frequencies are harmonically related: 

A full wave on 20 m = 2 full waves on 10m and 3 half waves on 15 m. 
Thus making the smallest unit of cable length a full wave on 20 m, we get physical length=14,10 m for f=14,25 MHz 

Thus in any installation use any multiple of ≈14,10 m and coil up any excess. 

Again, verify the correct overall length by shorting the end and checking for R≈0 at the 3 frequencies. 
Long cables or moderate lengths of thin cable will of course not show R=0 but a higher minimum reading due to losses. 

For an existing installation, proof of a correctly tuned 50 Ω antenna can only be found when adding various lengths of cable 
onto the feedline and verifying that readings remain at R≈50 and X≈0. 

* Equation corrected 15 March 2012 
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Shedding Light on Dark Secrets 
[This informative article appeared in an earlier edition of QSX – slight editing by ZS2RL] 

For years, the electrical utility companies have led the public to believe they were in business to supply electricity to 
the consumer, for which they charge a substantial rate. It was discovered recently that this is a massive hoax based 
on the myth that light bulbs emit light. In fact, these 'light bulbs' actually absorb dark, which is then conveyed back 
to the 'power generation' stations via wire networks. A more descriptive name for 'bulbs' has now been coined: the 
new scientific name for the device is DARKSUCKER. 

This article examines the Darksucker theory, which proves the existence of dark and establishes the fact that dark 
has great mass and, further, that the dark particle (the anti-photon) is the fastest known particle in the universe. 
Apparently, even the celebrated Dr. Albert Einstein did not suspect the truth that just as cold is the absence of heat, 
light is the absence of dark. Scientists have now proved that light does not really exist. 

The basis of the darksucker theory is that 'electric light' bulbs suck dark. Take, for example, the darksuckers in the 
room where you are right now. There is much less dark right next to the darksuckers than there is elsewhere, 
demonstrating their limited range. The larger the darksucker, the greater its capacity to suck dark.  

Darksuckers in a parking lot or on a cricket field have a much greater capacity than the ones used in the home, for 
example. Darksuckers have a finite lifetime, not being 100% efficient at transmitting Dark back to the power 
company via the wires from your home, causing dark to build up slowly within the device. Once they are full of 
accumulated dark, they can no longer suck. You must have noticed that, when dark extensively covers the inside of 
a darksucker, the unit is also completely surrounded by dark outside. 

Darksuckers also operate on a celestial scale. Our sun (and other stars) makes use of dense dark, sucking it in from 
all the planets and intervening space. Naturally, the sun is better able to suck dark from the planets closer to it, and 
so those planets appear brighter than the ones more distant from the sun. 

Occasionally, the sun oversucks. Dark spots then appear on the surface of the sun. Scientists are only now beginning 
to realise that these dark spots represent leaks of high-pressure dark, because the sun has oversucked and some 
dark actually leaks back into space. Collisions between the particles of dark as they stream out at high velocity via 
the black 'holes’ in the sun frequently cause problems with radio communications on earth. Ultimately, after sucking 
dark for billions of years, the sun will be filled to capacity with dark and will cease functioning – it will then be 
enveloped by the surrounding dark, and cannot be seen.  For some odd reason these are referred to as black holes – 
another example of scientific misinformation. 

A candle is a primitive darksucker. A new candle has a white wick. You will notice that, after the first use, the wick 
turns black, representing all the dark that has been sucked into it. A pencil held next to the wick of an operating 
candle will turn black because it gets in the way of the Dark flowing into the candle. It is no use plugging a candle 
into an electrical outlet. It can only collect dark; it has no transmission capabilities. 

Unfortunately these primitive darksuckers have a very limited range and are hazardous to operate because of the 
intense heat produced. This is due to friction as the dark must travel into a solid wick instead of passing through 
clear glass. This shows that dark has great mass. Because of its great mass, it is very heavy. If you swim just below 
the surface of a lake you’ll see a lot of 'light' (absence of dark, to be more precise). As you go deeper and deeper, you 
will notice that it gets darker and darker. When you reach a depth of approximately 10 metres you are in total 
darkness. This is because the heavier dark sinks to the bottom, making the lake appear 'lighter' near the surface.  

Dark must be very valuable since power companies go to great lengths to collect it in vast quantities. Some more 
modern power 'generation' facilities have devised well-guarded methods to hide their collection of dark. The older 
factories however, usually have gargantuan piles of solidified dark in huge fenced-in areas. Visitors to these facilities 
are led to believe that the huge black piles are supplies of coal, but we now know better. 

ANNUAL LICENSE RENEWAL 

Radio Amateurs are reminded that the license renewal date is 1 April 2012 when the new annual fee also comes 
into operation. An Amateur Radio License will cost R120. ICASA has indicated that license reminders will be posted 
soon. Should you however not receive an invoice the responsibility remains yours to pay the renewal fee by 1 April 
2012. Payments can be made electronically or at any post office. Be sure to quote your callsign and your account 
number which you can find on your license or previous account. 
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Sunday Bulletins 
PEARS bulletins are transmitted on Sundays immediately 
after the SARL English transmission, i.e. at about 08:30 on 
7098 kHz as well as the 2 metre linked network that 
provides from Butterworth to George and up to the Free 
State and their environs. PEARS 7098 or 3640 kHz 
transceiver facilities are also remotely linked as needed. In 
addition, the SARL's 40 m operations on 7082 or 7066 kHz 
or Hamnet's 7070 kHz can be remotely patched to the 2 m 
network in receive only mode or with full transceive 
capability for interactive events.  
A recorded rebroadcast of the bulletin takes place on the 
Eastern Cape Linked Repeater Network every Monday night 
at 20h00 courtesy of various volunteers who rotate this 
duty. 

Bulletin Roster 
26 February Chris ZS2AAW 

4 March Al ZS2U 

11 March Theunis ZS2EC 

18 March Johannes ZS2JO 

25 March Tony ZR2TX 

1 April Glen ZS2GV 

8 April Beavan ZS2RL 

The bulletin readers are always 
looking for something to 

announce. If you have 
something to contribute, please 

forward it to the next reader. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

BIRTHDAYS – March 

01 Rudi Goosens ZR2RCG 
03 Daphne XYL of Paul Galpin ZS2PG 
07 Lizl XYL of Glen Fyffe ZS2GF 
13 Margret XYL of Martin Ras ZS2MR 
15 Suzanna XYL of Mike Bosch ZS2FM 
16 Anne XYL of Graham Butcher ZS2GIB 
21 Andrew Gray ZS2G 
22 Peggy XYL of Viv Moore ZS2VM 
29 Alan Whitehead ZS2R 
31 Terrence van der Linden ZS2VDL 

ANNIVERSARIES – March 

03 Anne and Graham Butcher ZS2GIB 
15 Cheryl and Arno du Preez ZS2ABT 
18 Roslyn and Andrew Prideaux ZS2PA 
22 Marina and Francois van der Merwe 
22 Ellie and Rudi Goosens ZR2RCG 
27 Ursula and Douglas Du Toit 

If you are a member and your birthday or 
anniversary details are omitted or incorrect, 
please notify Clive ZS2RT (or any committee 

member) to update our records. 
 
 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
29 February Leap year Challenge from 00:01 till 23:59 

3 March Worldwide EME Contest 

3 March ARRL Int’l Phone DX Contest 

4 March SARL Hamnet 40 m Simulated Emergency Contest 

7 March RAE classes start 

10 March RSGB Commonwealth Contest 

11 March North American RTTY Sprint 

17 – 18 March SARL VHF and UHF Analogue / Digital Contest 

20 March PEARS meeting – Quiz evening 

24 March CQ WPX SSB Contest 

28 March SARL 80 m Club Championship - SSB 

5 April 80 m QSO Party 

7 April RaDAR Contest 

22 April Spec-Savers IRONMAN South Africa Triathlon 
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Your Society’s Committee for 2011/2012 
Chairman, Events organising Tony Allen ZR2TX 082 956 2920 tony.zr2tx[at]gmail.com 
Vice Chairman, 
Technical/repeaters 

Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082 411 2743 glen[at]peham.co.za 

Secretary, Events organising Beavan Gwilt 041 368 8810 bgwilt[at]iburst.co.za 
Treasurer Clive Fife ZS2RT 041 367 3203 clive[at]peham.co.za 
Social, Meetings, Catering Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ 041 581 2580 zs2abz[at]isat.co.za 
Public Relations Johannes Geldenhuys 

ZS2JO 
O82 320 3032 Johannes[at]s4.co.za 

Contests, Awards Al Akers ZS2U 041 360 2983  
QSX Distribution, Contests, 
Awards 

Theunis Potgieter 
ZS2EC 

082 766 8830 zs2ec[at]qsl.net 

Technical/repeaters, WiFi, 
Web 

Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 082 925 6367 christopher[at]peham.co.za 

CO-OPTED POSTS 
RAE Examination Admin. Donovan ZS2DL 082 852 4885 zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za 
Assessors Rory ZS2BL 

Chris ZS2AAW 
Donovan ZS2DL 
Bill ZS2ABZ 

072 026 8909 
082 925 6367 
082 852 4885 
041 581 2580 

rory[at]commco.co.za 
christopher[at]peham.co.za 
zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za 
zs2abz[at]isat.co.za 

Contest Committee Al ZS2U 
Theunis ZS2EC 
Mike ZS2FM 

041 360 2983 
082 766 8830 
084 612 9600 

contest[at]peham.co.za 
 
mcbosch[at]webafrica.org.za 

QSX Editor Eric Hosten ZS2ECH 072 8414 693 qsx[at]peham.co.za 

Replace [at] with @ when you want to send an email (this is done to try to prevent spamming). 

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services 

Local Repeaters: 
These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area. 

Town VHF 
145,050/650 

Town UHF 
431,050/438,650 

Uitenhage 
145,075/675 

Tygerhoek 
145,000/600 

Longmore 
145,025/625 

Cape Linked System Repeaters: 
These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, in conjunction with the Border, Southern Cape and 

WCRWG systems. See www.zs2pe.co.za/Repeaters/repeaters.htm for more details. 
Lady's Slipper 
145,100/700 

Grahamstown 
145,150/750 

Cradock 
145,050/650 

Noupoort 
438,750 / 438,675 

Colesberg 
431,075/438,675 

Kareedouw 
145,127/725 

Plett 
145,175/775 

Brenton 
145,075/675 

Packet network: 
ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node 

Lady’s Slipper 
10,151 LSB 300bd APRS 

144,800 1200bd 
438,275 1200bd (FWD) 

434,875 9600bd 
434,800 1200bd APRS 
Cape Linked System 

ZS0NTP BBS 
Lady’s Slipper 

On all node frequencies 

ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node 
Grahamstown 

144,800 1200bd 
434,800 1200bd (FWD) 

439,850 9600bd 

ZS0CDK-2 Digi 
Cradock 

144,800 1200bd 

ZS0KDJ APRS Digi 
Mount Road 

434,800 1200bd 

ZS0KDB APRS Digi 
Longmore 

434,800 1200bd 

ZS2ABZ-4 
WMR918 WX Station 

144,625 1200bd 

VHF Beacon: 50,006 MHz FSK – ZS2X, 25 Watts into 2 element Yagi beaming north. 

Banking details (for subs & donations): NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT No. 221 252 7594, Bank 
code 121217, A/C name: Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society. Please use call signs as a reference. 
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IF NOT DELIVERED 
RETURN TO 

 
Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society 

PO Box 10402 
LINTON GRANGE 

6015 

 
AMATEUR RADIO is the hobby for RADIO EXPERIMENTERS 

and those who like to fiddle with ELECTRONICS, 
COMMUNICATIONS or COMPUTERS 


